
EVALUATION OF STUDENTS USING NONCATEGORICAL EARLY CHILDHOOD  

A student between the ages of 3-5 who is evaluated as having an intellectual disability, an 

emotional disturbance, a specific learning disability, or autism may be described as 

noncategorical early childhood. 19 Texas Administrative Code § 89.1040. (c)(13) 

Assessment can be challenging for a young child because of short attention spans and varied 

experiences (educational and sociological) when they are initially evaluated at the age of 3, 4 

or even 5. Non-categorical Early Childhood (NCEC): Under the Individual with Disabilities Act 

(IDEA), younger students (ages 3-9) may be eligible for special education and related services 

under a broader disability category called “Developmental Delay.” States can choose what to 

call this general category, how they define it, and what age range it applies.   

In Texas, this category is called “Non-Categorical Early Childhood (NCEC)”. A child between 

the ages of 3-5 may be described as “NCEC” he or she meets the eligibility criteria for having 

the condition of one of the following: 

 Intellectual Disability NCEC-ID  Specific Learning Disability NCEC-SLD 

 Emotional Disturbance NCEC-ED  Autism NCEC-AU 
 

The intent of providing special education and related services to a young child who has been 
evaluated and meet the eligibility criteria as having NCEC-ID, NCEC-ED, NCEC-SLD or NCEC-AU 
is to lessen the effects that the disability or delay may have on the child.  It is expected for 
children that have had the supports provided by special education to test better; i.e.: longer 
attention spans, increased knowledge, improved working memory when they are nearing the 
age of 6.  

In Texas, and many other states, the school district will reassess before the child’s 6th 
birthday, remove the NCEC label, and determine the updated eligibility/disability.  The 
assessment team will take into consideration the following items: 

 educational opportunities and support given to the child since entering school and how 

he/she has progressed i.e.: Preschool Programs for Children with Disabilities, Related 

services 

 current testing data 

 parent information including private or outside evaluations the family has gotten for 

their child 

For this reason, if the LEA chooses to use the NCEC-__ , they must be very clear with all 

stakeholders the possible changes that may occur when the reevaluation occurs before age 6.  


