
EVALUATION OF STUDENTS WITH ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENTS 

A student with an orthopedic impairment is one who has been determined to meet the criteria 
for orthopedic impairment as stated in 34 CFR, §300.8(c)(8). The multidisciplinary team that 
collects or reviews evaluation data in connection with the determination of a student's 
eligibility based on an orthopedic impairment must include a licensed physician.                       
19 Texas Administrative Code § 89.1040. (c)(1) 

Initial 

When assessing a student with orthopedic impairments, the diagnostician will give an 
intelligence test and an achievement test to determine current levels of intellectual and 
academic functioning.  

To establish eligibility as orthopedically impaired, a licensed physician must give input. This can 
be done by obtaining a release of confidential information from the parent and requesting the 
licensed physician complete the Physician Diagnostic Information Report. An example is 
included. All sections of the Physician Diagnostic Information Report must be complete with 
the exception of functional implications. It is preferable that the physician address this issue, 
however, the diagnostician may address functional implications in the FIIE if the physician 
does not complete the functional implications. It must be signed and return prior to 
completion of the FIIE.  

All areas of the FIIE must be completed. Information from the physician should be reported in 
the physical section of the FIIE, as well as any nursing or health related services.  

Common conditions that may be included in this disability are impairments caused by 
congenital anomaly (clubfoot, absence of some member, etc.), impairments caused by disease 
(poliomyelitis, bone tuberculosis, etc.), and impairments from other causes (cerebral palsy, 
amputations, and fractures or burns which cause contractures).  

Reevaluations 

LEA needs to complete a REED to plan evaluation. Best practice, a minimum of two cohesive 
evaluations should be completed before reviewing existing evaluation data is substituted for 
formal/informal assessment. If further assessment is needed, LEA needs to send notice of FIE 
and obtain consent for FIE.  

When completing a review of existing evaluation data, the group of qualified professional may 
see a need for specific areas of assessment to determine the child’s needs in the area(s) of 
academics, adaptive behavior, social behavior, transitional /vocational or other needs.  

The physician should be given the opportunity for input but it is not required for continued 
eligibility conditions.  


